Contributory Conduct

Decision Sheet

You must answer YES to all three questions in order to deny or reduce a claim.  A yes to only one or two is not sufficient, either to deny or reduce.

1. Did the victim commit a criminal act, or do something substantially wrong?


(not just do something stupid or in poor taste)
YES________________

NO_________________

If yes, go on to next question.  If no, STOP.  No denial or reduction.

2. Did the victim’s actions cause, in a substantial way, what happened?

Other ways to ask the question: Did the victim’s actions directly and substantially cause the offender to do what the offender did?  Was it reasonably foreseeable that the victim’s actions would cause the offender to inflict an injury on the victim?  Did the victim do more than make herself vulnerable (the easiest person to attack), or did she actually cause the offender to harm her?  
YES_________________

NO__________________

If yes, go on to next question.  If no, STOP.  No denial or reduction.

3. Are there facts and substantial evidence, not just surmise or innuendo, to prove that the victim’s actions caused what happened?

YES_________________

NO__________________

If no, STOP.  No denial or reduction.

If you answered yes to all 3 questions, you have some basis for denial or reduction.
If you did not answer yes to all 3 questions, you cannot deny or reduce.
